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BERw®wx=s 1(&@@85@@&) ! Millennium in our context refers to the so-called reign of 1000 years (Rev 20:1ff).
Compare: chiliasm — derived from the Greek ci, , 1io1i (chilioi) = 1000.
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2“96@@9*5 foatol 2 This fragment was found in the year 1740 in the library Ambrosiana in Milan by an Italian named
Muratori — hence the name Muratori.
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*In grammar the so-called Preterit refers to the past tense.

The first Christian emperor; one speaks of the Christian or constantinian change or turning at 312 AD when the
church became more and more a state-church.
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5@8@” OO wemoeR® “differentiate > We do not deny that in the book of Revelation many words and pictures have a
symbolic meaning: e.g. the seven horns symbolise omnipotence, the seven eyes symbolise omniscience, the lamb symbolises
Christ, whereas in contrast the beast symbolises the Antichrist.

6 Compare the comments of expositors like William McDonald, Believer's Bible Commentary. New Testament, rev. ed.
(Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1990), p. 1171 and John F. Walvoord, The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition
of the Scriptures by Dallas Seminary Faculty. New Testament edition, ed. John F. Walvoord and Roy B.

Zuck ([Wheaton, Illinois]: Victor Books, Scripture Press Publications, 1983), pp. 932-933.
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Compare with John F. Walvoord, op. cit., p. 933: "After all, these churches all existed simultaneously in the first century. . . . In
general these letters to the seven churches address the problems inherent in churches throughout church history and are an
incisive and comprehensive revelation of how Christ evaluates local churches."

8 Compare the same message in Daniel chapters 2 and 7. In chapter 2 it is the rock that fills the whole earth and in chapter 7 the
son of man who comes with the clouds.
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? The four gospels tell of the person and work of Jesus Christ from his incarnation until his ascension. The letter to the Hebrews
is sometimes called the "fifth gospel” because the superiority of the person and work of Christ is described in it, especially the
high-priestly ministry of Christ in heaven. In Revelation the person and work of Christ are described with many names and
Ii)(i)ctures; these serve to characterise him. He is seen as creator of all things as well as saviour and judge and Lord.

In the Greek alphabet Alpha is the first and Omega the last letter.
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In Berlin there is a museum called Pergamum-Museum. The most famous piece of the whole collection of marble antiques is

the so-called ‘Altar of Pergamum’ dedicated to the Greek Senior-god Zeus or the goddess Athena or to both of them. This altar
comes from a time somewhere around 180 BC. It was found in Turkey and reassembled in Berlin.
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14 Compare Beasley-Murray, 'The Revelation' in The New Bible Commentary Revised, edited by D. Guthrie et al. (London: Inter-
Varsity Press, 1970), p. 1284 and Louis Bonnet, Bible Annotée N. T. 4. Hébreux a Apocalypse. Revised and augmented.
Edited by Alfred Schroeder Reprint (Saint-Légier, Switzerland: Publications Evangéliques en Réimpression Limitée Emmaiis,
1983), p. 363.

Compare John H. Alexander, L'Apocalypse verset par verset. Connaitre la Bible, Cahier N° 3, 3" edition (Gen&ve: La Maison
de la Bible, 1982), pp. 91-93.
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= Doctrine of the rapture before the great tribulation.
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Jeroboam feared that if his people worshiped at the temple in Jerusalem they would start to think of a reunion of the kingdom
and that he would lose his power which he had recently asserted (see 1Ki 12).
27 Merrill F. Unger, op. cit., p. 205. We translated from English into German.

28 . . . . . .
The Greek word (tribulation) occurs often in the New Testament, but the expression "the great tribulation” ( = out of the great
tribulation) is used only here.
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30 So for instance Louis Bonnet, op. cit., 388 and Merrill F. Unger, op. cit., p. 208.
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31 John F. Walvoord, op. cit., p. 953, points to an article in the magazine Time from 21.5.1965, which states that China

claims to have an army of 200 Millions at its disposal.
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2 . . .
3 See Merrill F. Unger, op. cit. p. 210. He points to Rev 5:2 und 8:3.
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See Louis Bonnet, op. cit., p. 392.
4
3 See John H. Alexander, op. cit., p. 203.
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35 Le. the one constructed by Zerubbabel (see the prophet Haggai), after the Babylonian exile and further extended by Herod
36 See Thomas S. McCall und Zola Levitt, Satan in the Sanctuary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1973), passim. We have

read the French version Le troisiéme temple sera-t-il construit? (Asslar: Schulte + Gerth, 1974).
37 A number of commentators interpret the temple of 2Th 2:4 as well as the one of Rev 11:1-2 allegorically as the

spiritual temple of the church of Jesus. The context of Rev 11 speaks against this spiritualising view.
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H Compare also Louis Bonnet, op. cit., p. 399.
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2 It is understood of course that since Pentecost again and again individual Jews have been converted to their Messiah. But then

these Jews belong to the church of Jesus which consists of gentiles and Jews (see Rom 9-11 and Eph 2:14).

Revelation, The Book of, June 2012, Roland Kleger
Translated to Sinhala by Chrisantha De Silva by the Request of Dr.Sam Thevabalasingham of EHC, Sri Lanka.



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

13 : 1 80 10 ¢330 ¢ : a¥n dned necs’ Ond Oz I Be§ ivwiw. :
2 eecIB®m 2 : 3 & 29RO nET ¥y@In wOTes’ o “Txomeds gizer” Bwiws.

13 : 11 80 18 &¥00 8¢ : 6T, e3edHOSWI “0R20;60 Fo@w” (1 ewinizs 4 : 1 &0
3 exlDo ¢ AesTD.) Ry ©85wd @y w0 el ¢sid FeIREd Pl O B&He
718873 85 ee®sI0 weefOsesis.

13 : lasew @ “@yocsy @O IO cI8.” 6@ HBHNO gee mewRe. (98¢cd0 17 :
15 desin) 98¢sdO 11 : 7T O meews 0 wmsied ©1:6aond®m §ia0nes
cwddmn emel. O ovmicewnsy B O @iwwr wm ©IBDRE. »PE ®w am®im
DCBOB. (6®® @0 wder ©300 IEY.)

lbses @ g ¢ o : ¢Rewd 7 : 7 80 8 ¢¥00 ¢ 3w O8O0 17 : 7 e 12 ¢
eI, ¢Res@ 2 : 33 e 41 80 43 ¥ e e wensd 880ed cSomed B8 10 &
00 ©0® t3:8353¢S WO VCT.) “@af 72 o @O ¢ & o ¢owm ¢ ¢Besd T :
24 -28 ¢2F¥00 ¢ 3 OECCDO 17 : 12 nEB g ¢Bes’ 6@y st O6. OO ednd
08¢ 17 : 12 O ap® @ ¢ Bewldmrs w0sies’ CEOGBIe. e®® Cobved 20wWmW3I
®a®wow. 6®w ¢Rew@ 7 : 8 w» 21 v 24 8O0 25 ¢ 3¢ OBT Bwiedm I g®»
e®wO 8@ VO cBew.

2 OB BeB : 00 wns vwmw RO Hewews® ¢ud ewIfmicdmies’ ¢Bewd 7 : 4 80O
5 ¢d00 ¢ OG0w. 92O e0d® @30Enwd @8l &30z s nm OmOs. (0o
eenOn ®Osiesy wd) ¢ ¢ »modm 806 6Rwlw.) @O wHO8s aamme BE@
uROG D emm@ed 8¢ B8O v c»BIO0 0L, ®aewid ey ¢ldIBOwS
ceiesy e85won. 2 emeecdSm 2 1 9 80 11 ¢ edcows’ 209 nESY FmIe B
cATIes’ iy’ 885 65emT®O OO (¢59n Fdnedd) Acw ecyy A O@.

3 - 4 8¢ : “©aom» HOBIY pOrcewsY @y O CRTeVL.” e®w OEesOO : 17 : 8
O 3¢w0 8PV B O 88w o, “@wwo Elews. ¢z 2. ¢ (&0 BHO®D
OICY Ben) “co Bomogensy 23,8 I00¢,” e0d® gddidne i On B O7m A ¢nd
O8 mnwmsd goin Ined O¥esis. (17 O 5860edcede o® o »OEC0 IEY.)

5 Oz 8¢ : @3 42 » grend OO O 88 mIced ecdm ®InedE iwwy dned
Be® 309106 esIN® o085 6¢c8wsidnsietdd gumis »OBI0 BOTaRE. (¢Hewd 7 : 8
» 11 e 15 w» 8¢ w» 8 : 25 e 9 : 27 ww» 11 : 36 8O0 37 ¥ ¢ o 2
e3eRIBD 2 : 3 80 4 ¢ Be IRV 3:L3TEHB 0 DRTID.)

6-10 ¢ : J mced RIVOTIHBSIO gsin Hedned S8z OO0 et 3Ywdy . (¢Hewd
7 :1 e 25 e 8: 25 RETID.)

b)  ®e&mo : 0D20; egoectOSws ;11 -18 &5¢

llawew : “202 @iwewzn’ 629060005 ;8 OO 8" (98¢0 13 : 1 ©®» o®w
838953 HB O DT OO O8eSDO 17 : 15 B wens’ gum ¢y 300wl Beg Damwo
e B O 0s.) (V0ed® ¢RewsE 7 : 2 & vl Yy Bewddmw mOsies LoBzs
8o gne.) 90 HHfsteormie. ©@nd a8l ¢FOms Bnsies’ gty Sudned sd o7
CATesS B85 gnlsie Bwow. (Yyecs’ B O») »F 6D 630esmHOCwI oy & OO
835 ggrencensis. (62060605 @ $©)°  emiedsly edaws o i cFeRs 13 :
16 80 17 ¢$00 ¢ ETID.) @6 ¢ IBIOD CBDEBDIE.

4 . . . .
3 The word earth can be seen in connection with the Hebrew word (V-\N aeraets = earth, land) which may stand for the

Promised Land.
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44 We mention in this connection that some manuscripts do not have the number 666, but 616 or 665.
3 Compare with John H. Alexander, op. cit., pp. 261-264.
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46 It is to be admitted that the things which Hitler did, gave at least a foretaste of what will happen during the time of the
antichrist.

47 In the Hebrew language only the consonants, whereas our letter O equals the Hebrew letter Waw, which is the sixth letter in
the Hebrew alphabet having the numerical value of 6.
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37 Biblical statements like those of Joh 14:6 and Act 4:12 have long since been discarded by the ECC. The Bible is no
longer the only binding authority.
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Compare John H. Alexander, op. cit., p. 303 (translated from French).

59 . .. . L. . . P £ £
Compare our thesis: 2 Thessaloniciens 2:1-12: Commentaire exégétique et théologique, Mémoire présenté en vue

d'obtenir le grade de Maitre en théologie a la Faculté Libre de Théologie Evangélique de Vaux-sur-Seine, mars 1990.
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63 . . . . .
The third expression can have the meaning of faithful ones or believers.
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The Spirit of God lives in his church: see Eph 2:20-22; compare with 1Co 3:16; 6:19-20.
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6 Compare with the possibility of a typological interpretation of the Song of Songs: the bridegroom and the Shulammite.
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67 . .
In the Old Testament saints may refer to believers as well as to angels.
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o8 Nothing new under the sun: Already the Sadducees at the time of Jesus and the apostles denied not only the bodily resurrection
but also the existence of angels (see Act 23:8).

69 Compare with our dissertation Restauratio und Resurrectio in der Jesaja-Apokalypse, Dissertation, Evangelische
Theologische Faculteit, Heverlee (Leuven), Belgium, 2001, pp. 196-202, 294-295.
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70 Greek: ge,enna, derived from Hebrew Ge-Hinnom, the valley Hinnom near Jerusalem, where carcasses, etc. were
burned. Gehenna is the Jewish and New Testament term of what we call in English hell (compare with German Holle).

71 John Walvoord, op. cit., pp. 977-978.

72 There are nuances within each of the three systems of interpretation.

73 He is called the father of Postmillennialism.

74 See the arguments of Loraine Boettner in 'Postmillennialism' in The Meaning of the Millennium: four views, ed.
Robert G. Clouse (Downers Grove, I11.: InterVarsity Press, 1977), pp. 117-141.

75 Compare the fitting argument of the Amillennialist Louis Berkhof, A Summary of Christian Doctrine (Edinburgh:
The Banner of Truth Trust, 1983), p. 176, against the postmillennialist view of a continual improvement of the world
through the spread of the gospel: “This whole idea, however, does not seem to fit in with what the Bible tells us
respecting the great apostasy toward the end of time.”
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19 e 20 8Os Oc€ 83 a@w @m0 H. Alford, F. Godet and G. E. Ladd,78 also R. Pache, J. F. Walvoord
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In Greek privation can be expressed by the prefix of “a” (for instance: adikos = unjust, apistos = unfaithful,
unbelieving etc.). Compare in English and German: ,,un“ (e.g. ungerecht, unvorsichtig, unbelievable etc.).
7 See e. g. Anthony A. Hoekema, 'Amillennialism' in The Meaning of the Millennium: four views, ed. Robert G. Clouse
(Downers Grove, I11.: InterVarsity Press, 1977), pp. 168-172. He prefers the expression “realized millennialism” (see
pp. 155, 169).
These three represent the so-called historic-classic Premillennialism, which assumes that the church has to go through
the whole time of the great tribulation, the time of the Antichrist (therefore Posttribulationism = rapture after the great
tribulation).
7 These three are supporters of the so-called dispensationalist Premillennialism, which presupposes that the church will
be raptured before the great tribulation. Dispensationalists insist in a special way on the difference between Israel and

the church in their respective dispensations (times of salvation). For more on this theme, see our notes on Eschatology.
It should be noted that within Amillennialism as well as Premillennialism there are different views in detailed questions.
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Compare August Dichsel, Das Alte Testament: mit in den Text eingeschalteter Auslegung, ausfiihrlichen Inhaltsangaben

und erlduternden Bemerkungen. In Die Bibel oder die ganze Heilige Schrift Alten und Neuen Testaments, ed. by August
Dichsel (Leipzig: A. Deichert'sche Verlagsbuchhandlung Nachf., n. d.), 4: 81, where to Isa 24:22 it is remarked in brackets:

“What the New Testament seer John sees in Rev 20 and 21 in detail, the Old Testament prophet sees as a whole.”
We translated from German into English.

Compare for instance W. J. Grier, The Momentous Event: A Discussion of Scripture Teaching on the Second Advent
and Questions related thereto, 2nd ed. (Belfast: The Evangelical Book Shop, 1946), p. 91.
82 So for instance the Postmillennialist Loraine Boettner, op. cit., p. 121.
83 Compare the amillennialist interpretation of Leon Morris, The Revelation of St. John: An Introduction and Commentary
(Leicester: Inter-Varsity Press, 1969), p. 237: “For the 1,000 years the souls of the martyrs reign with Christ in bliss,

but the final state awaits the general resurrection.” Compare also with the Amillennialist Anthony A. Hoekema, op. cit., pp. 170-
171, who interprets this reign of believing souls in heaven as the first and the physical resurrection as the second resurrection.
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84 It is not surprising that W. J. Grier does not touch this passage in his book and Leon Morris avoids this question in
his commentary on 5:10. Compare René Pache, The Return of Jesus Christ, p. 382, who refers to the great rock in Dan
2:35 which “fills all the earth”. See also Zec 14:9.

> Compare in place of many holding this position W. J. Grier, op. cit., pp. 86-90.
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86 René Pache, The Return of Jesus Christ, op. cit., p. 384.

87 We point to W. J. Grier, op. cit., p. 88, who justifies this with the following illustration: “The binding of Satan, therefore, does
not mean the complete cessation of his activities. His case is like that of Al Capone, the captured gangster, of whom it was
said that he ruled Chicago from Chicago jail.”

88 L.e. a interpretation that speaks against the 1000 year kingdom. The word is derived from the Greek adjective cil, ioi
(khilioi) = 1000.

The Greek word Andstasis (h ™ anv as, tasij) normally stands for the physical resurrection which is still in the future (see 2Ti
2:18.
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%0 Namely ez; hsan (ezesan = they came to life); compare resurrection (Andstasis = h ™ anv as, tasij) and he shall live
(zesetai = zhs, etai) in Joh 11:25.

o Henry Alford, The Greek Testament, new edition (London: Longmans, Green; Cambridge: Deighton, Bell, 1894), 4:
732. (Original-quote: “If, in a passage where two resurrections are mentioned, where certain yucai . ez; hsan at the first,
and the rest of the nekroi . ez; hsan only at the end of a specified period after that first,—if in such a passage the first
resurrection may be understood to mean spiritual rising with Christ, while the second means literal rising from the
grave ;—then there is an end of all significance in language, and Scripture is wiped out as a definite testimony to any
thing. If the first resurrection is spiritual, then so is the second, which I suppose none will be hardy enough to maintain :
but if the second is literal, then so is the first...”)

92 We refer to the exegetical and theological analysis of Rev 19-20 by George Eldon Ladd, in 'Historic
Premillennialism' in The Meaning of the Millennium: four views, ed. Robert G Clouse (Downers Grove, Il1.:
InterVarsity Press, 1977), pp. 33ff.

93 According to 4Esra 7:28ff the days of the Messiah should last 400 years then he will die. In old Jewish literature

there are other suggestions as to the duration of the messianic age: three generations, 100, 600, 2000, 6000 and also
1000 years (so Rabbi Elieser in connection to Psa 90:15). Reference to Talmudic literature, compare Ferdinand Weber,
Jiidische Theologie auf Grund des Talmud und verwandter Schriften gemeinfaf3lich dargestellt, ed. Franz Delitzsch and
Georg Schnedermann. Reprint of the 2nd rev. ed. of Dorffling & Franke, Leipzig, 1897 (Hildesheim: Georg Olms
Verlag, 1975), pp. 348-351, 372-373. Compare René Pache, The Return of Jesus Christ, p. 390: “Moreover, we have
already pointed out the fact that before the coming of the Lord the Jewish rabbis, basing their calculation on the Old
Testament, had already fixed the duration of the messianic era a

94 Compare Gerhard Gléser, op. cit., p. 625: “Not only John, but also Paul supports the idea of an intermediate kingdom
of Christ, even if the 1000 years are not mentioned and the doctrine is not developed in 1Co 15, one of the most
important chapters for theology and the testimony of Christ in the N. T. (Vv 23-28). The testimony of the two most
important messengers of Jesus cannot remain neglected. The intermediate kingdom of a 1000 years is the last but one

scene in the great plan of God’s salvation and the healing of creation, where the evil of Satan’s rebellion had entered.”
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95 Compare F. Godet, Commentaire sur la Premiére Epitre aux Corinthiens (Neuchatel: Attinger Fréres; Delachaux et

Niestlé, 1887), 2: 354-357.
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% Some commentators speak even of three groups. So for instance Merrill F. Unger, op. cit., p. 242: The first group V.
4a: all the redeemed, from Abel until the rapture of the church. The second group V. 4b: all the souls of martyrs of the
great tribulation who have not yet received their resurrection body. The third group V. 4c: individual people/souls who
have not worshipped the beast belonging to the martyrs of the last part of the great tribulation. With most commentators
we believe that the beheaded are identical with those who did not worship the beast.
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o7 There are critical exegetes who see up to 10 authors for the passage Isa 24-27 alone! Compare the first chapter of our

dissertation mentioned above.

%8 It is significant that the verbs used for reanimation (or resurrection) in Isa 26 and Rev 20:4-6 have exactly the same
basic meaning: in Hebrew hyx (khaya = to live), and in Greek zaw, (zad = to live).
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ol G. R. Beasley-Murray, The New Bible Commentary Revised, p. 1306.

102 Compare John F. Walvoord: “The mention of _the sea’ giving up its dead makes it clear that regardless of how far a

body has disintegrated, it will nevertheless be resurrected for this judgment.”
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103 These include angels and therefore also Satan. He however became through his fall Satan (derived from the Hebrew

= enemy, opponent).
104 Compare for instance the doctrine of purgatory and penance in the Catholic Church against which Luther protested.
Adherents of this heresy base their arguments among others on the passage 1Co 3:13-15, interpreting it contrary to

context.
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105 So for instance G. R. Beasley-Murray, The New Bible Commentary Revised, pp. 1307-1309.
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106 John F. Walvoord, op. cit., pp. 983-984.
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107 Compare with John H. Alexander, op. cit., p. 364.
108 Merrill F. Unger, op. cit., p. 247. We translated from German into English.
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1o In Eze 47 the Dead Sea is mentioned, in Zec 14:8 it says that one part of the river will flow into the eastern sea (=

Dead Sea) and another into the western sea (= Mediterranean). In Joe 3:18 (4:18) it says that the river will flow into the
valley of acacias.

i The so-called filioque (= Latin: and of the son), that means the dogma that the Holy Spirit emerges from the Father
and the Son.
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